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Georgij Wolffangi Wedelij Exercitatio Medico-Chirurgica de Setaceis. 
In Ato. 


He Author having fhew’d the neceffity of Chirurgical Operations, efpecially 
where Medicines, and Diets fail, he fixes upon Setows, and having men- 
tioned their great ufe amongft Farriers, with all the various Erymologies» 
Names, and Significations of the Word, he comes to defcribe a Seto tobe 

alittle double Ulcer, rais'd by the drawing of a Necdle through the Skin, and keep- 
ing the paflage open by fome twifted Silk, or wax’d Thred, for the evacuation of Mor- 
bifick Matter, by which he diftinguifhes it from IJ/ies, Cauteries, and Me/icateries, 
tho’ the general intention of themall may be either Derivation, Revulfion, or Evacua- 
tion. Setons may be made in feveral Parts of the Body, tho’ the common place is 
the Nape of the Neck, between the firft, fecond, third, or fourth Vertebra, where 
you find the Skin moft eafily feparable from the fubje&t Flefh, for the Author will not 
allow the Mufcular Parts to be perforated, onely the Skin with the Carncous Mem- 
brane, the Diameter of which is very various in lean, fat, flender, and brawny Per- 
fons. ‘I here is a great controverfie amongft the Chirurgeons about making the Incifion 
Oblong, Tranfverfe, or Oblique, the latter of which is faid to be attended with the 
feweft Inconvenienccs. The Germans are reported to abhor the very names of Cautery, 
Trepan, and Seton; but the Author wifhes that his Country-men would be of another 
perfwation. Where there is an Indication for a {peedy difcharge of any preternatural 
matter, there a Veficatory is moft proper, where there is an intention to make large 
Attractions, Revulfions, and Evacuat.ons, there a Seton may be prefer’d before a Fon- 
tan:l, tho’ it isaccompanied with a greater pain, becaufe it pertorms the office of two 
dffues, and by drawing the ihred up and down, pumps out plenty of Humours. It is 
agreeable to all Ages, and Sexes, being fuccefsfully made in feveral Infants, yet it fuits 
wortt of all with fat corpulent Complexions. 

The Inftruments for making Setons are commonly a pair of Forceps perforated on 
each fide to hold up the Skin, and to conduct the Needle and String ia their paflage ; 


fome 
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fome make ufe of their Fingers inftead of the Forceps, taking up the Skin with them, 
and fo pafs it through with a fharp pointed Needle, and String, which may be made 
either of Silk, Wax’d Thred, Horfe Hairs, Cotton or Wool twifted and contorted, 
but the Author obferves that white Silk is the beft, becaufé it difcovers the leaftIffue 
of Blood, red Silk being often tinctur’d with Arfexic, from whence Inflammations 
often arife, and Wax fometimes proves painful and inflammatory, in Setons of the 
Navel, and Scrotum, for the Evacuation of Watry Humours, Wool or Cotton made 
into little Ropes may be us’d for the better imbibing and percolating of the Serum. Some 
inftead of a String or Thred, put little fmall Rings made ef Gold, and other Metals; 
others will apply a red hot Negdle. Befides the aforementioned Initruments , there 
ure others to be ready at hand, as Sciflers, Spunges, Rags, Lints, Oyls, Plaifters, 
Bandage; before the String or Thred is drawn through, it may be dipt in the Oy] of 
Rofes, or Hypericon, being thereby made Suppurative, and Anodyne; the Wound be- 
ing made on both fides, the Blood mutt be wip’d away with a Spunge, then a Dige/five 
Unguent put upon Lints muft be apply’d to bothHoles, after thata defentive Plaifter 
laid over all with Bandage, for the Operation being done the onely Indications are 
to mitigate the Pain, to ree onan Ulcer, to promote Suppuration, to prevent Bleed- 
ings, and fo ro defend the Parts, that they may not be inflam’d. The Author does 
not commend thofe that putanew Stringin every Week, and dip it in Oyl of Vitriol, 
Peron into rhe Wound In making of a Setow great care is tobe had, left 
any confiderable Artery, Vein, Nerve, or Tendon be prick’d: the ufe of ahot Needle, 
ceate ery, iscondemn’d for feveral reafons, it appearing very terrible, and painful, 
befides crying 

There are severe Accidents that do often befal Setons. Left the Lips and Inward 
Parts of the Seton fhould nat urally clofe, and dry up, the Thred is often to be mov’d 

onl p Rese to prevent a Coal:tion, and to pump out the purulent Matter, yet fome- 

nes Nature proves fo powerful, that notwithitanding all Artificial Endeavours to the 
contrary, fhe will make an agglutination and confolidation, {fo that the Chirurgion 
will olen oppo her with Cau/ficks; but our Author is for yielding to Nature, and 
for making J/ues to fati sfie the fame Intentions. If the Setoz i not run or glect, 
by rcafon of the narrow Orifices, then Gentian Root may be us’d; if there is a great 
Pain and Inflammation, the White of an Egg with Rofe-water may be ap ply’d, or 
Plaifters of Henbane, Saturn, ox the like; if the Ulcers ie foul, then Unguent. 
fufcum Wurzij, gyptiacum , Cyc. if Proud Fleth arifes , then Peshainstidhe. If 
you have a mind to confolidate and heal up the Setov, take out the String, applying 
Emplaftr. de Minio, Diapomphol. Diapalma, &c. Thetime of drying it up muft be 
determin’d by Indications. 

Setous are found very beneficialin many Diftempers of the Head, as P.sins, Apoplexy, 
Epilepfie, Convulfions, Hydrocephalo’s, Maduef;, Megrim, Duméine/s, and Deafnefs. 
In all Defluxions of the Eyes, Ophthalimia’s, Suffufions, Catarads, Gutta Serena, 
Strabifmuse In Ulcers of the Noftrils. In Coughs, Phtiificks, and all Catarrhs. 
n furore Uterino, and in feveral cutaneous Diftempers, as aqueous Pujtul’s, Dropfes. 
n Hypochondriacal Mclancholy-Diltempers they may be made upon the Spleen; in the 
vench Pox, and Plague, in the Avm-pits and Grozms;, upon Hydropical Ruptures , 
ae te Scrotum. Inthe Sciatica or Ifchiadical Cafes, the Sura is pitch’d upon: Forall 
which he brings Practical Examples. 
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From the Journal des Scavans, fet forth fan. 9. 1679. 
Petri Danielis Huetij Demonftratio Evangelica ad Sereni {imum _— In Fol. 
Parifiis, 1679. ¢ recufum Amftelodami, 168 

S of all the Arguments which are wont to be brought to eftabl ith the truth of tie 
Chriftian F Acligion, that taken from the ac complifhment of Prophecies is one 
of the mof important and mott ufeful, fo there are none of all thofe that have under- 
taken the defence thereof who have not madeufe of it. Buraccording tothe Learned 
Huetius, fo remarhable for his excellent Writings and the Honour the King has done 
him of pl acing him near his Son the Daxphin, this Argument has never yet been fet 
out with all its force, for he affirms that foam thence may be drawn invincible Proofs ; 

and this is the reafon why he entituled his Book Demonftratio Evangelica. 

a ius has given us under this very Title a Work “of the fame nature, with this 

ference, that th e Arguments he makes ufe of, although very ftrong and fubiiantial, 

ea not cemonttrative to prove the truth of our Religion, as this Author under- 
meri to do it by anew kind of Demonftration, which he maintains is not of lefs force 
than that of the Geometers. 

Thefe Demonftrations are Maxims founded upon the conftant Experience and unani« 
mous Confent of all men. To eftablifh them he firft lays down Principles after the 
manner of the Geometers, to wit, Defuitions, Pofiulates and Axioms. Then he 
makes it appear that thefe Principles have always been received | by the univerfal Con- 
fent of all Nations, and of all Ages. After that he compares them with the Prin 
ciples of 0 Ganerers, which he proves very wel] to.be fubjed to very many Doubrs 
mal Difputes : whence he concludes, that we ought to give at leaft as much credit to 
the Principles he lays down, which were never contradicted, as to thofe of the Geo- 
eters, Which are fo often, and with fuch eagernefs conteftced. 

He builds this confequence upon a new Ru/e of Truth, which he propofes and pre- 
tends to be more certain than all thofe of the Philofophers. This Rule conjifts in the 
greateft number of fuffrages of Men as well Learned as Ignorant, of the Ingenious as 
W wellas thofe of more gr: ofs underftandi ings. He does not pretend that this Rule is in- 
fallible, but he maintains that it is mt -“ lefs fubje&t to error than all others which 
are ufually laid down, whether taken from Sence, Reafon, or both. And thar fince 
the Chriftian Religion has as great or greater certainty than that which the Wit of 
Man thinks and eftcems to be moft certain, to wit Geomet ry, ‘tis 2 prodigious blind- 
nefsto defpife it, and a ftrange obftinacy to contradict it. 

Thefe Principles being lai¢ down the Author draws from hence his Demonftrations, 
which confift of Ten Propofitions, upon moft of which he handles feveral curious 
Queftions. 

As it is of great importance to know whether the Books of the Old Teftament 
were made by thofe to whom they are attributed,and in the fame time they are faid tobe 
written, he makes that his Fourth Propofition. And he is more large upon it than 
uponall the cthers, both becaufe of the great importance of this Truth, and the {mall 
number of Proofs which Interpreters have left concerning it. He examins every Book 
in particular. The frft Proof which he brings for that of Méo/es is taken from the 
fuffrage of Sacred and Prophane Authors that came af er hi im; and he makes it appear 
by the f ucceffion of times, that almoit fince Mo/es till a long while atter our Saviour, 
this Book has always been eftcem’d to be made by Mo/es ‘Biers: ards he makes ufe 
of another fort of Proof very new and ufeful tor the illuftrating Sacred and Pro- 


phane Learning , by fhewing that the anc cient Deities ot the Phemicians, Egyptians, 
99 


Perfians, Indians, the lehabir ants of the Nort) and of the Weft, and even Pt of the 


Americans, of the Grecians, and teas were nothing elfe but Moses counterfeited 
and difguis’d, 
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It is eafie to jadge how many curious and learned particulars this fubje& furnifhes 
him. And from thence he draws this confequence fo important for the Grandeur and 
Honour of the Chriftian Religion, that he whom the moft polite Nations, and the 
molt clear fighted Ages have adoredasGod, was no other than the fervant of that God 
whom the Chriftians worfhip. 

He afterwards handles this Queftion fo much controverted by Learned Men, whe- 
ther there has been a more ancient Greek Tranilation of the Pentateuch than that of 
the Septuagint, and he promotes a new Opinion which reconciles all the others; to 
wit, that fome Parts of it only had been tranilated. Thence he proceeds to the In- 
quiry concerning the Origine of the Hebrew Tongue, which he fhews to be of a much 
later date than its Partizans will allow; and after feveral other matters, he concludes 
this Propoiition by making Inguiry both concerning the Time, and the Author of the 
Canon of the Sacred Books ; and among other Pr oofs he makes ufe of to fhew their 
Antiquity, he relates a Paflage ot It of Ecclefiafticus which confirms it and which none 
st him has taken notice of. 

Explaining his Seventh Propofition, which is, that there are many Prophecies in the 
Old Teftament concerning the Me/iah, he confutes the dangerous and rafh Opinion 
which Grotizs hath dar’d to advance, that the Prophelies were not fufficient proof to 
eftablifh the truth of the Chriftian Religion. 

But oe re is no Propofition upon which he is more large, than upon the Ninth, 
which is, that Jefus Chrift is the Mefiah. Here he takes occafion to handle and explain 
a ereat number of curious matters. To inftance, for. the underftanding of Daniel's 
Weeks, he revives and rectifies in feveral particulars the Opinion of Africa- 
nus concerning the Lanzar Years of the Hebrews, which was rejected and defpis’d by 
Scalizer, andthe moft learned Chrowologers. Maintaining in another place the truth 









he Feius Chri ; he fhews the falfnefS of thofe which have been attri- 
uted Ari 1, sah the tamous Magician Apollonius Tyaneu. He ex- 
zmins n he E hikor ory Which Philofratus has written of this laft, and fhews 





! according to the Model of that of Fefus Christ. 
inion of Salmafius, concerning our Saviour’s 
the Impiety of thole who, to deny his Refurection, 
"1 taken away from under the ground, which they fay 
frm at the bottom of the Sepulcher. 
ite numb Remarks of the fame force in all this 
a great number of pail2ges of the Holy Scripture, which this 
nner very particu ilar, very new, and very folid. 
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From the Journal des Scavans, fit forth May 22. 1679. 
Uris Udenij Nou-Entia CH rymica five C ttalogus eortin operum oper ationumg, que 712 
I ut, Gre. Berolini 
i ia Chymica all the great Operations whereof fo 
i much noife has been made in ie World, of which he gives here a Catalogue, 
whe 's their Iempoilbility, in order to difabufe them who give too eatie 
credit to the Promifes of the Chymz/?s. 





mstHis Author underfta 





rein he difcove 





Sae 
The Tranfion tation of Metals, and the Refufcitation of Plants from their Afhes are 
according to Author the dint of thefe Non-Entia. He endeavours to demonttrate 





the impofsibility of the firft, and reckons for a Fable the story related by Quercitan, 
: uin Polander, who made the Figure of Plants appear on a fudden, by 
oe with a {mall W axCandle the bottom of a Vial, wherein he had put up the 
Afhes of what Plant he defign’d to reprefent. Neverthelefs Bartholinus affures us, 

l the fame Experime nt morethan once with much fuccefs. 


| Faithorne and Joba Kerfey, and fold at their hop,at the Rofe 
in St. ‘Pauls Chureh- ye ‘ad; and by William Nott in the Pall-Mall, Chri yoopher Wil. 
kinfon againft St. Duxjftan’s-Church in Feetfireet, Benjamin Billinzfly at the Royal- 


Exchange in Cormiil, and Mark Pardoe againtt Bedford-houfe in the Strand. 
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